








Numb. 105, 


MERCATOR: 





From Churfdap, January 21. to Saturday, January 23. 1713. 





The Vrench King’s Edit brought to proveythat their Manufactures are not fo good as ours. 
A manifest Difference between AS LOW aad as Cheap. 
The French not able to burt us in our Trade in any Market in Europe. 





EN will never leave talking Simply till 
they leave talking of Things out of their 
Element, and which they know are remote 
™ to their Underftanding: This is the Cafe 
of the Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce ; and this 
makes them take fuch exceffive Pains to prove to the 
whole World,that they know nothing of the Matter. 
They have now Publifhed an Edict of the French 
King’s, for encouraging fome Woollen ManufaGures in 
France; by which any Man may be convinced ,what 
Difficulty the People of France find in imitating our 
Manufiures. The MERCATOR was furpriz’d 
indeed to find them Publifh a Thing fo dire@y againft 
their own Arguments; but when it is obferved,how in- 
fatuated they are in other things, we need not wonder 
any more indeed. If they had waited but a litrle, the 
MERCATOR had publifhed this very Edict for 
them: for the ALERCATOR defires no better,than 
to have the French themfelves acknowledge, how hard 
they are driven to bring their Goods to be (5 cheap at 
Market as the Englifh, and therefore joins with them 


to make this Edict as publick as poflible: As follows : 


ARREST of the. King’s Council, ordaining, that the 
Stuffs called Bays, Perpetuana’s, &c. of the Manufa- 
ilure which are fent to \ealy, fhall pay but 30 Sols per C. 
Otober 23. 1703. 


‘ HE Kine having, by Arreft of Council of the 
‘ 14th of July laf, for the Reafons there explain’d, 
© reoulated the Duries ypon the Exportation of Stuffs 
‘ called Bays, Perpetuana’s, &c. which are fent into 
‘Ftaly any way wharfoever, at io Sols per Cent. and 
‘his Maiefly being informed ,that there is a very confi- 
derable Quanrity of the &id Goods confumed in Italy 
of the Manufacture of England. and that it will be 
‘ very advantageous for the ManufaGures of the King- 
‘ dom to fix the Duties of Exportation fo,as that the 
‘Merchants may be able to furnifh Italy with the faid 
‘ Stuffs at the fame Price,as the Manufacturers of Eng- 
‘Jand do, which his Majefty being willing to granr, and 
‘to encourage a Trade,which is fo advantageous to his 
¢ Syh‘edts : has therefore ORDAINED, and does here- 
‘by ORDAIN, that the faid Stuffs, called Bays, Per- 
€ petnana’s, &c. of the Manufa€ture of this Kingdom, 
‘ which are fent into Iraly by any way whartoever, fhall 


e 


‘pay but 30 Sols per Cent. inftead of all the Duties, 


‘which they ufed to pay, and the faid Stuffs fhall be 
‘exempted and diftharged from paying the Duties of 
‘the Cuoftom-houfe of Lyons, and the Duties of 
‘the Cuflom-houfe of Valence, and the Cufloms of 
© Bayonne, and from all other Duties, as Of/rozs, Peses, 
‘and Pajjages, which are levied to his Majefiy’s Ufe, or 
‘ the Ufe of particular Lords, Cities, and Communitics, 
€ as well for their Importation and Paffage, as for their 
¢ Exportation out of the Provinces of the Kingdom by 
‘Tand or Warer, without Prejudice, neverthelefs, to 
c rhe Tranfire granted to the Me rT shants upon the Mer- 
é chandizes fold in the Fairs of Lyons, Bourdeana, and 
° Ti ys, his Majefly forbidding the Farmer to levy any 


‘higher Duties upon the faid Stuffs,-upon pain of re- 
‘ ftoring double, and all Charges, Damages, and In- 
* tereits. 3) 
Done at Fountainbleau, Oxt. 23. 1703. 
Signed, PHELYPEAUX. 
Now let any Merchant,that underftands the Trade, 
confider what the Amount of this Edié& comes to, and 


they will foon judge, whether it {peaks on their fide,or 
on the MERCATOR’ fide. 


t. Ir tacitly acknowledges, that betore this they were 
rot able to fell their Bays and Long Ells as cheap as the 
Englifh, no not in Italy, tho’ it lies at their own door. 

2. It is true, that in order to do it, they obtain of the 
King an Abatement of all Cuftoms, Duties, &c. 30 Sols 
per 100 wt. excepted, which is but a Trifle: Bot the 
Edi& no where fays,that this will do it, that it will bring 
down their faid Goods to be really fold at the fame: 
Price in Iraly, as the Englith were. (It is true,it was all 
they could ask of the King, and they could not ask 
that without fuch a Pretence ; but they no where allege, 
that reducing the faid Duties would effectually do it.» ' 

2. Bur fuppofe it had been effectual to bring the 
French Goods to be fold at the fame Price as ours, Does 
this provesthat they are equal in Goodne/s to the Englifh? 


The MERCATOR has told them. of the Dog 
hair, Broad-cloth, unfhore Dozens, Cabbage+net,’ Bays, 
and other forry Manutactures of the French Nation 
and thinks fill, that they are very juft Epithets; an 
thofe Gentlemen, that have lived in France, can juftity 
ir to be fo. To confute this, they bring this Edict roo, 
which proves indeed, that the French are very defirous 
to fell as Cheap as we do in Italy ; but does this»prove 
that they are as Good? ) 

It is alfo obfervable, the Fdice aforefaid is very ,j 
in one thing, (viz.) It does not fay fell AS CHAP» as 
the Englifh, but fell at the SAME PRICE; Cheapnefs 
or Dearnefs is always taken from a Proportion of Good- 
nefs, and they might be Cheaper, tho’ they were: fold 
for more than our Goods, if they wete Better in Gdod- 
nefs: But they do not pretend to be better in Goodnefs, 
and they acknowledge,they could not be fold at the fame 
Price with the Englith without this Abatement; How 
then are they as Cheap ? 

Now let the Experience of any of our Italian Mes- 
chants be the Judge of this, if ever they faw any Bays or 
Perpetuana’s from France at all; and let them bri 
Vouchers, if they can, to anfwer thefe two Queries; 


1. Whether any of them were ever feen of equal 
Goodnefs to the Englith ? ' 


2. If any of them were AS GOOD, were they able 
to fell chem AS LOW as the Englifh 


Here are Merchants to be produced, who do affirm of 
their certain knowledge, having long Refided both in 
France and Italy, that the Bays and long Ells made in 
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_4mi | nor are they capa 
ah) at all. 


of hurting the Sale of the Engliih 


a oF ‘ 
G co France bear no propertion in Geodnefs to the Englith, 


To confirm this, let us fee a little of the Arguments 
ufed. upon the Point. Their Words are theft: 

Uf their Bays and Perpetwana’s are asCheap with a 
* Duty of 50 Sols per Hundred weicht, as Ours nttbout 
* any Duty at all, what if bis mot Chriftian Mayc/ty 
“ fhould remit even thofe 30 Suls? Why then, we fhall not 
“* be able t6 Report either Bays oy Perperuana’s to the fame 
“© Market, without giving a Bounty a: Excportation, as we 
“© do in the Cafe of Corn. 

Now there is {6 much dull Sophiftry, fuch Chicane and 


. Knavery in this way of ftating the Cafe, thar the M4 E A- 


CATOR fays,there is nothing of the Merchant in 
it; and therefore the MERCATOR is obliged to 
expofe it a little, in Vindication‘of the Trade, as well 
as.in Vindication of the former MERCATOR S. 

1. It isnot proved, as before, that when this abate- 
ment of the Duties in France was made, that thofe 

“9 — were brought thereby to the fame Price as 

-. Ours, 

2. If they were, the Inference is wrong; they fay AS 
CHEAP ; the Edict fays nota word of Cheap or 
Dear, but Yays at the SAME PRICE; and as the 
Matter of Faét is, that none of the faid Goods are 
made fo good as Ours, fo by this Edict it feems, 
that tho’ they were not fo;good, yet they could not 

... be Sold fo low as Ours neither. 

«But now, if it were granted to them, that the French 
Goods were of equal Goodnefs and Price, which yet 
the MERC ATOR does not grant, becaufe he knows 
the Faé& fo be otherwife ; yet mark how they areCon- 


founded in the Cafe, even by Demonftration ; 30 Sols. 


per Handred weight, is all the Duty they pay: This, by 
their own Calculation, is not above an 8cth part of the 
Value, yet this isfo coifiderable with them, that if rhis 
Goth part fhould: be likewife remitted by the French 
King, we:fhould: lofe the whole Trade, and Export not 
a Piece of Bays, or-a Perpet to Italy, after it. 
But-avlay fo -pofitive ? why fo poficive ? Is our Manu- 
fiSture fo hard driven,! that fo ttifling a Difference fhould 
fiuk jt at once ? Jet thefe Men? ask the Colchefter 
Bay-Makers, how. often their Bays rife and fall from 
13.0.2, by every degree up toi7d. and down again 
to 13 d.; Can they'fell: us, what Price it is,that the French 
keep pace withus ism? If they. Sold at the fame Price 
with us, when Bays were at 14d. or 15d. what became 
cp alg tes #6 a Pehy or Thice half pence ‘an 
1?) Ie feems they could not tall too, for the 30 Sols 
iHundred-is fuch a Nicety with them, it feems, as to 
the'whole Trade: Now this 30 Sols is not half a 
Farthing ‘an El) upon the Bays by a great deal; and our 
Workmen can Trade with the fall of 2d. which is fix- 
teen: ‘times as much ; How then can half a Farthing 
Ruin:the Trade ? Again: Our. Merchants find a Marker, 
nay, and in Italy too, when at 2d. nay, at 3 d. advance, 
lich'is' 24 times the 30 Solsper Hundred weight, nor- 
withfanding the:-Cheapnefs. of the French ; How then 
do ithey. make it’ out, that if this trifle of 30 Sols per 
Handred weight fhould be remitted, we fhould lofe our 
Marker? - 


The MF RCATOR takes the liberty to fay, that 


‘our Tradefmen go as neat as moft Manufacturers do;" 


but ‘we afe not fo hard run neither,as tobe fhur out of 
® Market, or want a. Bounty for Exportation .of our 
Manufaétures, tor half a Farthing an Ell upon our Bays, 
“er for a Peny in Six and eight Pence on our Perpets. 
wAny Man, that knows his Right-hand from his Lett in 
he Trade, muft laugh at foch an Aifertion as this, and 
fay ‘itis mofl ridiculoutly lgnorant and Abfurd. 

But to bring this to a Demonfirarion, let us take the 
\Fimes and compare’ them. The Pate of this Edigt is 
O&ober 23. 1703. . : 
> Let any Merchane examine the Price of Bays in 
England at that rime, and he thal] tind, that notwith- 


fianding this pretended equality of Price, and notwith- 
* ry s , = f . \ 
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Randing che Bays lave been, athoufand titaes ¢ 
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that, above 20 times the 39 Sols per Hundred weigh: 22. 
vanced upon the common Price, which they were So! 4 
at then, yer even all the War, and to this tinge 
whatfoever the Price has been, we have thipped Raw. 
and Perpets, in great Quantities, to traly, and neve; 
wanted a Market, and, which is more, never were 
match'd by the French, mucii lefs outdone by ..y 


either in Price or Goodnefs. 


’ 
sad | 
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But what is all this to proving,what thefe Men hive- 
ATOR has. fo often 


‘. 


laid down, and whichthe MER 
Oppofed, (viz.) That they do make their/Goods a3 good 
and as Cheap as ours, and that they have a Quurtity 
fuficient to fapply themfelves, or any other Markers, 
fo as not to want our Manufactures at “home, and to 
be able to get our Trade from us abroad. 

Thefe are the things they have been taught to fay. 
and to put into the Mouths of their Party; and now 
when they come to the proof of it, all they have to 
thew is this Fdi‘t, wherein the French themfelves ac- 
knowledge, that they were hardly able to Sell fo low as 
we did; and that for that purpofe, all the Duties, Cu. 
ftoms, Oftrois, Peages, Paflages, &c. muftbe taken off, 
except a trifle of 30 Sols per Hundred weight. 

But in all thefe, do not fay one word of the Manu- 
facture being equal to the Englifh in GooJdnefs. 

Now that all they ever did in thefe things, amounts 
to very little, and that the Goodnefs of thofe Goods 
they do make, is fo far from coming up to ours, that 
they are not able to injure the Sale of ours, is to be 
known, by examining the Entries of our Bays and 
Perpets for Italy; and if it appears, that we Export 
fewer fince 1703, than we did before, then fomething 
might be faid: And this I Challenge them to prove, 
if they can. 

The Defign of this Author, and indeed of his whole 
Party adinft your Argument is plain; they would faia 
prove tHe French are able to Underfell our Manufac- 
tures, and that the French Woollen Goods are as good 
as Ours and Cheaper, and confequently that they can 
match us in any Place of Europe. 

The Treachery and Bafenefs of this has been ob- 
ferved already in the AERCATOR, and how it 
founds out of an Englifhman’s Mouth: What would 
foreign Nations fay to our Merchants abroad, when 
they come to buy our Goods, were not the difference 
fo vilible, that thé French themfelves own it? And 
therefore it js to be obferved, thefe Men never offered a 
word of Anfwer to what. was formerly obferyed an 


the MERCATOR, (viz.) That take the Goadnefs of 


their Goods nith the Price, and the Englifh Manufactures 
are the (heape/? in the Wirld. This will never be denied.: 
What fignifies all the treacherous Pains they take ro de- 
preciate their own Country, to undervaluc our Goods? 
they do but play at Shuttlecock with the Word AS 
CHEAP, and AS CHEAP: But let them fpeak:ro the 

oint, are they AS GOOD too? If they are nor AS 
Goop they are not AS CHEAP; befides, they have 
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paumed that Word upon us, there is no fuch Word 
AS CHEAP in all the French King’s Edid ; even the 
French themfelves knew better. Bur to’ Sell at the fame 
Price, was the Defign. Now there isa manifeft differ- 
ence berween Goods being 2¢ the fame Price, and beit 
AS CHEAP. The Cafe is plain, tho’ the French Goods 
were never fo good as Ours, yet it was difficult for them 
to Sell them fo low,as our Merchants Sold Ours too; 
now, fays the Edict, 2 will be very advantageous to the 
Mansf aitarers of the Kingdom, to fix the Duties fo, a: 
that the Merchants may be able to farnifo Laly with the [rid 
Stuffs, AT THE SAME P RIE, as the Manujputinrer 
of England do. Mask! Ut will be advantageous to Sel! 
ac the fame Price; yet becaufe then fome Men wanting 
Judgment, may be deceived, may take one for the o:her, 
or think them equal ‘in Gooduefs. as tHey are of the 
famie Name and Price ; whereas betore being warfe a: 
Quality, and higher in Price too, they could do little o: 
nothing with them. 
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